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Programs & Events
2016-2017
September 14, Wednesday
MYTH vs. REALITY: 50 Years of
Historic Preservation, Great
Falls & Beyond, James Sved
GF Library Meeting Room at 7 pm
October 12, Wednesday
Historic Preservation Act ‘66
Oktoberfest Potluck Dinner
Great Falls Grange at 6:30 pm
November 9th, Wednesday
The Gunnell’s of Great Falls
GF Library Meeting Room at 7 pm
December 14, Wednesday
Messages of Neighborliness
Holiday Gathering
Great Falls Grange at 6:30 pm
January 11, Wednesday
Neighborhoods of Great Falls -1
A Storytelling Challenge
GF Library Meeting Room at 7 pm
February 19, Sunday
Tibbetts Award Banquet
River Bend Country Club, 1:30 pm
March 8, Wednesday
Neighborhoods of Great Falls - 2
Storytelling Challenge
GF Library Meeting Room at 7 pm
May 1, Monday
GFHS 40th Anniversary Banquet
Location TBD
May 6 & 7, Saturday & Sunday
Great Falls Day
Great Falls Grange Park time tbd
May 17, Wednesday
Annual Meeting, Election &
Potluck
GF Grange Pavillion &
Schoolhouse
June 3, Saturday
George Washington Bus Tour
Old Schoolhouse
July 4, Tuesday
Parade and History Trivia
GF Village Centre 9 am-1 pm

September 2016

Historic Preservation:
Celebrating 50 Years
The Historic Preservation Act of 1966, passed on October 15, 1966, transformed the way
that the U.S. regarded and protected its historical resources. “The National Register of
Historic Places is the official list of the Nation's historic places worthy of preservation.
Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's
National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support
public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and
archeological resources. (National Park Service, https://www.nps.gov/nr/)
You are warmly invited to attend our Program this Wednesday evening, September 14th at
7:00 pm. James Sved, the Architect, Architectural Historian and Archeologist who has
been engaged to complete the final submission of the Colvin Run Historic District to the
National Register of Historic Places, will present, “MYTH vs. REALITY: 50 Years of Historic
Preservation, Great Falls & Beyond.” As an award-winning preservationist, he has a lot to
tell us about how things work, which preservation efforts have been successful, and which
can be improved.
For more information, please visit the following links:
•
James Sved, http://svedsb.webs.com/about
•
The Historic Preservation Act of 1966: http://preservation50.org/about/nhpahistory/
•
GFHS Program, September 14, 2016 at 7 pm
http://www.gfhs.org/resources/Pictures/GFHS%20News%20Brief%209-1416%20Meeting.pdf
During these past 50 years, many structures throughout the U.S. have been evaluated for
their structural integrity and historic relevance as a local or national cultural treasure. On
Wednesday, October 12th, this year’s Oktoberfest Potluck Dinner will celebrate the impact
of this Act on historic properties within Great Falls. You may reserve at www.gfhs.org.

Thelma’s Country Store: A Colvin Run Road Legacy
A GFHS Book By Doris Carpenter Published in June 2016
Many throughout Great Falls know Doris Carpenter for her generosity and willingness to
lend a helping hand wherever needed. One beneficiary of her loving kindness was Thelma
Feighery, whom she helped out over many years. As the store was closing, someone went
into the attic and found boxes of old papers. They called Doris, who came over
immediately and combed through the papers to select those of historical significance.
Thanks to Doris’s sharp eye and love of history, she selected just the right items to reveal
the story of a local country store over close to a century.
Doris signed the first copies of her book before the GFHS Annual Meeting on May 11th.
There was much excitement about the long awaited book. We have already sold the entire
first printing and are reprinting now.
You may order Doris Carpenter’s book online at http://www.gfhs.org/GFHS-Online-Store
Right now, we have a Gallery Show featuring Doris Carpenter and her book on our website
at http://www.gfhs.org/Doris-Carpenter-Authors-Book-on-Thelmas-Country-Store.
The
Gallery Show includes a video of our GFHS Program on Mom & Pop Stores of Great Falls,
an oral history in which Doris speaks about Thelma, and a collection of photos. The
Gallery Show will be changed every month, depending on our theme of the month. Please
enjoy this show which is available on our website until early October.

Web Site www.gfhs.org
Facebook www.facebook.com/GreatFallsHistoricalSociety
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Annual Membership Meetings Held May 11 and June 15, 2016
Our annual membership meeting and election scheduled for May 11th was continued to June 15th in
order to provide the correct notification of members, as stipulated in the bylaws, before certain bylaw
changes could be voted on. There was also an advance notification required regarding the proposed slate,
as there were a number of changes at the last minute that required another set of advance notices.
Thanks to everyone who came to participate in the deliberations and the voting. Our organization is
dependent upon its members to select leaders and to vote on the direction of its governance.

Approved Bylaw Changes
May 11th Meeting - Three bylaw changes were approved:
1. A change in the fiscal year to comply with the fiscal year when the 501c3 was set up – i.e. May 1st through
April 30th;
2. The adoption of a governance and ethical policy, procedure, and consequence; and
3. The adoption of telephonic and digital participation and voting of Board Members in the discussions and
voting of Society matters.
June 15th Meeting - Two bylaw changes were approved:
1. Allow members to vote electronically on GFHS matters, submitting votes to the Recording Secretary for
counting and reporting
2. Allow the sitting President to continue serving until another President is voted in.
The change in the fiscal year was requested by the IRS to comply with the dates when the organization was first set
up. The governance and ethical policy was put in place to ensure that all members, officers and directors work
toward accomplishing the same objective in a way that preserves and protects GFHS’s historic collection. The use of
telephonic and digital participation and voting by board members and regular members is aimed at engaging more of
the organization in the voting process. The change of rule regarding the President’s term aims to eliminate a power
vacuum at the end of a sitting president’s term of office, enabling a smooth and peaceful transition.
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President’s Message

GFHS Is Coming of Age…
The Great Falls Historical Society is in its 39th year of operation and we are taking our upcoming 40th Anniversary very “joyfully.’
We are determined to have a “home,” a place in Great Falls for our entire community to enjoy the Historical Society collection, by
our 40th Anniversary on May 1, 2017.

Finding a Home for GFHS

We have expressed our longing to have a “place,” one way or the other, by May 1st to the various community organizations and
they have agreed to work together expeditiously to determine if the Old Forestville Schoolhouse would work, given our needs and
the requirements of the rest of the community. A plan is underway to work through the criteria for success.

The Story of Great Falls Neighborhoods
We are inviting history lovers and others in Great Falls to join with their neighbors in telling the story of their neighborhood from
a his-STORY perspective. We challenge teams to research back as far as they can, but also come fully forward to include homes
standing today. However, as Brown Morton notes, all history is autobiographical. The real challenge and opportunity is for people
today to tell the story of today for those who will live here in the future. How can solid research and good film making or writing
abilties be combined to tell the story of our neighborhood’s continual unfolding? Stay tuned!

Outreach to School-Age Children

Our relevance as an organization depends upon our ability to engage the next generation in a love of history and a sense of place.
Greg Haymans and Betty Nalls Swartz continue their outreach to school age children. They are eager to ensure that every child in
the local public school system knows about the age of dairy farming in Great Falls. This is no small task.

The George Washington Bus Tour

Geocaching

“Huge bouquets of thanks to the entire GFHS team for creating
the magnificent George Washington Tour Experiencc in June.
Your thoughtfulness, creativity, and innate sense of how to
present sparkling there-in-the-moment history is truly worthy
of a comparable to the Smithsonian at its finest.” (A note from a
member and participant on the tour.)

Sondra Taylor has a love of geocaching and has engaged local
Langley High School students into planting some geocaches for
at least 5 historic sites over the next 3 month. If you are living
in a historic house and would like to join in, please email
Sondra at s.taylor@cox.net.

The Second Annual GFHS Trivia
Contest

Making Progress on the National
Register Application

Greg Haymans and Nancy Christy led the Fourth of July Trivia
Contest, questioning many contestants about Great Falls
History. We had good prizes this year, which made all the
difference. Everyone who made the finals turned up to
participate in the final round.

James Sved is the Architectural Historian who we have hired to
complete the fieldwork on the Colvin Run Historic District,
deemed eligible to be on the National Register of Historic
Places. Some changes were made to the initial nomination,
however the final results tell the story of a remarkable crossroads community at the turn of the 20th century.

Work on a GFHS Gift Shop continues…

The Next GFHS Publication

Alex Brudno, our distinguished Volunteer of the Year continues
his work on building the gift shop collection in anticipation of
the holiday gift-giving season.

Kathleen Murphy and Alex Brudno are looking for the next
topic they will work on to prepare for publication. Any
suggestions?

Re-Dedicating the Civil War Marker at
Georgetown Pike – Sat. Sept. 24, 2016

Oktoberfest Potluck Dinner & Program
October 12, 2016

Local Historians, Karen Washburn and John Waggoner will
speak about the 1861 Battle of Dranesville and the effects of
the battle on local citizens. Supervisor John Foust will lead the
unveiling of a roadside market commemorating the battle. On
Saturday, September 24th beginning at 9:30 am…

This year’s Oktoberfest continues the traditions of years gone
by: outstanding cooking by our members, with a ham and
beverages provided by the Society. With good music and a
program of interest, we are all sure to have a memorable
evening.

9:30 am Coffee & Refreshments at Church of the Brethren
11500 Leesburg Pike (Route 7)

You may reserve your place and let us know what you plan to
bring by signing on to www.gfhs.org and clicking on the
Oktoberfest event.

10:00 Program begins at the Church followed by an unveiling of
the marker in the new location on Georgetown Pike,
commemorating the battle.

Be sure to put this on your calendar. It is such fun when you
are there!

Questions: Dranesville Church of the Brethren, 703-430-7872

An Invitation to Participate
Committee members have so much fun preparing for our various activities, whether doing research together, discovering the past,
gathering the story for an event or bus tour, figuring out how to present history to make it interesting and fun, sharing stories
with others. This year, in particular, we have a lot going on and look to our members to make our aspirations a reality. You may
visit Alex at the Great Falls Farmers Market to sign up for a committee or visit our website and send in an email listing your
interests and availability.
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2016-2017 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
KATHLEEN MURPHY, PRESIDENT
Kathleen is serving her sixth year as President of the Great
Falls Historical Society and is pleased to shepherd the
organization through its transition to the next generation,
hoping to engage families in the society. She is very pleased to
welcome enthusiastic officers and board members with the
skills and service commitment to build the story of a village for
future generations to appreciate enjoy and share. Kathleen was
awarded Community Champion for the Dranesville District for
her leadership of the Great Falls Historical Society at the
Volunteer Fairfax Service Awards ceremony on April 8, 2016.

JAN SCHAR, DIRECTOR (2017-2019)
Jan came from Wooster, Ohio to McLean, where she lived for 16
years before moving to Great Falls in 1989. Jan has served on
numerous local, state and national boards over many years
including the McLean Project for the Arts, the Virginia Museum of
Fine Arts, the George Mason University Fundraising Committee,
and many other organizations and institutions in the political,
medical and social work fields. Jan has served as GFHS Vice
President over the last year and has led the Membership
Committee, The Bylaw Review Committee, & The Nominating
Committee. She will lead the membership committee this year.

GREG HAYMANS, VICE PRESIDENT
Greg is a 30-year professional, providing solutions to the
community in IT and insurance. Greg served as Recording
Secretary, Education Committee Chair, the Tibbett’s Award
Selection Committee Chair, coordinated the George Washington
Bus Tour, and founded the GFHS Trivia Contest last year and
brought his enthusiasm and good cheer to all endeavors. Greg
has agreed to serve as Vice President this year as well as
continue working with Betty as Chair of the Education
Committee and as Co-Chair on Great Falls Day planning.

JOSE GERARDO SANTOS DE VALLE, DIRECTOR (2017-2019)
Gerry is an Emmy, DuPont, and Murrow award-winning
Broadcast News Photojournalist, Editor and Producer with 25
years of national and international experience. He is known for
creative field photography, craft lighting, compelling image
making, as well as diligent preparation and devotion to
storytelling. We welcome Jose’s many gifts and talents. As we
challenge the community to tell the story of Great Falls
neighborhoods, Gerry has agreed to share his film making
expertise with those interested in learning new story-telling skills.

NANCY CHRISTY, RECORDING SECRETARY
Nancy taught 8th grade English for more than 15 years. Prior to
that, she worked in banking as a lending officer, as Assistant
Secretary at the Department of the Interior’s Fish, Wildlife &
Parks, at a political magazine, as well as a campaign manager
responsible for speech writing, fund raising and advance
coordination. Nancy showed her outstanding advance
coordination skills, keeping track of our 32 guests on the GW
bus tour. Nancy has agreed to lead the Archiving Committee as
well as serve as recording secretary.

JOHN MARCIANO, DIRECTOR (2016-2018)
John Marciano is a global project finance attorney pertaining to
energy and unmanned aviation industries by day, and an avid
photographer of historic properties on the weekends with wife and
growing family of four children. How does a young man embrace
such
a
broad
and
all-encompassing
scope
of
responsibilities/loves? His passion for photography is anchored in
an appreciation for the historic structures still standing today
that need to be recorded so that future generations will realize the
importance of the history all around us.

BETTY SWARTZ, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Betty is a native Great Falls dairy farmer who grew up to later
work at ADP as a professional trainer. She is warmly loved for
her coordination of many Great Falls Days and her charming
encounters with local school children as she presents dairy
farming history. Words cannot express our gratitude for her
enthusiastic “party-making.” We have many fond memories of
festive events, all arranged and coordinated by Betty.

CARLOS BERRIOS, DIRECTOR (2016-2018)
Carlos is a highly talented IT professional who has accomplished
a huge volume of archiving and digitization work for GFHS in a
very short time. He signed us up for WildApricot membership
software and encouraged all of us to take part in its fine
membership coordination capabilities. He brought innovation to
our recruiting process by seeking people with the skills to perform
the job required. He is an extraordinary contributor.

DOUG COBB, TREASURER
Doug moved to Arlington in 1958 and later to Great Falls in
1966. He and his wife and their four children all live in the
area. Doug worked as a general contractor and utility operator
and sold his business in 2001. He is known for conceiving of
and building the Great Falls Village Centre, the heart of our
community. He has been gardening and repairing his
conserved property ever since. A former officer of Great Falls
Heritage, Doug has participated in the purchase of the Old
Forestville Schoolhouse and the historic designation of GTP.

CAROLYN RALSTON, DIRECTOR (2015-2017)
Besides serving as a GFHS Intern during the Summer of 2015,
Carolyn is an honor student majoring in history at the University
of Mary Washington – on the Dean’s List and President’s List. Her
coursework includes preservation, documentation and fieldwork,
and more. Caroline has assumed the role of GFHS webmaster and
she has prepared WildApricot forms for all of our programs and
events coming up this year. Caroline has added a new section to
our web site, “Links” which includes “Research Aides,” “Local &
Area Museums,” and “Other Fairfax Co. Historical Societies”

JACQUE OLIN, PRESIDENT PRO TEM
Jacque has served as GFHS President on two separate 3-year
tours of duty and is always ready to provide guidance, when
needed and we do turn to her from time to time. A
sophisticated professional, she has worked at the Smithsonian
Institute and has a real appreciation for historic preservation.
She is now involved in the Analemma Society.

SONDRA TAYLOR, DIRECTOR (2015-2017)
Sondra is a licensed assisted living facility administrator. She and
her husband have raised six children. Sondra has traveled to
more than 80 countries. She has done a lot of volunteer work over
the years associated with her church, and teaching ESL in Falls
Church. Sondra is responsible for Programs and is launching a
Geo-cache program for the Great Falls Historical Society.

HONORARY POSITIONS
HISTORIAN – Karen Washburn
Our Esteemed Local Historian

ARCHIVIST - Open
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In Loving Memory…
William A. Chadwick, Captain, USN (Ret.) passed away on July 23, 2016
As a teenage enlistee in the US Navy, Bill Chadwick was assigned to USS TEXAS (BB-25)
as preparation for the invasion of Normandy gained momentum. By the time he left the
ship in 1945, he had witnessed history and action, from the invasion and landing on the
beaches and enemy fire off Cherbourg to the Pacific theater and the raising of the flag at
Iwo Jima. Thus began a life long interest in history. His thirty-three year career in the
United States Navy spanned World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam War, service in
many fine ships and the Military Sealift Command in Washington, DC.
Retired from his naval service, Bill and Genny Chadwick moved to Great Falls where he
pursued a career in Maritime Safety and became involved with the community. As a
member of the Virginia Canals and Navigation Society, he worked with George Hicks and
others to secure funding to preserve George Washington’s canal in Great Falls Park – a
huge and challenging task at the time. During the formative years of the Great Falls
Historical Society, as Treasurer and President 1984-1986, he worked with Milburn
Sanders, Jean and Roland Tibbetts, Paul Borel, Jim Richey, George Thrall and many others
to establish a sustaining membership and encourage publication of local history.

Bill Chadwick
GFHS President, 1984-1986
GFHS Life-Time Member

An accomplished researcher and writer, he authored more than a hundred reports of
investigation of maritime incidents, several papers on maritime safety and Fifty Years of
Liberian Services, a history of the administration of maritime services for the Republic of
Liberia. He wrote a family history, For my Grandchildren, which included the story of an
ancestor, Daniel Hayes who was captured by Indians and taken to Canada in the early
eighteenth century.
In addition to historical pursuits, Bill Chadwick became involved, again in its early years,
with The Amadeus Orchestra, and served as President of that organization.
He remained a lifetime member of GFHS, attended many programs and events, and quietly
kept his memories of the old days when he was a distinguished leader of the organization
to himself. The mark of his leadership is in our archives. Visit the Chroniclers to recall.

Margaret Tony Gersic passed away on July 25, 2016 at the age of 84 years
GFHS is fortunate to have taken an oral history of Marge's life in Great Falls and
contributions to the shaping of local issues and outcomes on July 30th, 2012. As a GFCA
volunteer, and GFCA President, She tells of her advocacy to obtain the approval to build a
library in Great Falls, the compromise negotiating with a Roy Rogers in Great Falls, traffic
through the back roads of Great Falls, working with the Board of Supervisors of Fairfax
County and Loudoun County, trading a piece of land in exchange for closing the back
roads through Great Falls.
Great Falls has changed in attitude from those days. Great Falls was a kind, semi-rural
community. Now people are in a rush. In the early days, we had no commercial activity in
the center of town. Since they finished the Safeway area, there have bejnj
many
commercial ventures that have been turned over many times. All the restrictions on
commercial locations have been lost. The county has no record of the proffers that were
made with commercial entities to restrict the stores to only one eating establishment, for
example.

Marge Gersic
Former GFCA President
& more…

It is wonderful to hear the joy that her volunteer work gave to her, and the team spirit she
mentioned many times – no one can do things alone, we all need to work together to get the
large accomplishments done.
This oral history interview is an example of sharing a personal vantage point about a time
when things were more rural in our place and how local citizens were vigilant in doing their
very best to keep things the way they were. We have a unique opening to contribute to the
future by expressing our present in all of its strengths, weaknesses, successes and foibles.
Thank you, Marge, for your gift to our community. Marge’s life touched many organizations
– Great Falls Citizens Association, Friends and Neighbors, the Republican Women’s Club
and more – and will be dearly missed.

CHRONICLER, Great Falls Historical Society, P.O. Box 56, Great Falls, VA 22066, www.gfhs.org

Page 5

In Loving Memory…
Wilbur E. (“Bill”) Garrett passed away on August 13, 2016 at the age of 85
Wilbur E. ("Bill") Garrett, long-term member of the Great Falls Historical Society and
winner of the Jean Tibbetts History Award for his National Geographic article on George
Washington and the Pawtomack Canal, has passed away on August 13, 2016 at the age of
85. GFHS especially treasures his article entitled “The Patowmack Canal: Waterway that
Led to the Constitutions” National Geographic, June, 1987 issue, pages 716-753 by Wilbur
E. Garrett, Editor, with Kenneth Garrett, his son, which is the most thorough visual
elaboration of George Washington’s vision for the Potomac Canal as a navigable waterway,
bringing goods from the Shenandoah Valley to Georgetown, tying our young country
together into a unified whole. Bill donated 5,000 copies of the June 1987 magazine to the
Great Falls Historical Society, which we have been selling over the last 29 years – we have
only 5 copies remaining.

Bill Garrett with his Lucy as Bill
received the Tibbetts Award at the
at the Tibbetts Award Banquet

Jacque Olin awards Bill Garrett
the Jean Tibbetts History Award

We have all been fond of his presentations on birds in his backyard, his remarkable visual
sensitivity to nature, and his enthusiastic sharing of that beauty captured by the eye of his
camera, with all of us. As he grew older over these last years, his cane, and then his wheel
chair did not stop him from participating in GFHS events, and we have treasured memories
of his presence with his lovely wife Lucy and we are so happy that our younger members
had the opportunity to appreciate the difference he has made in our village by giving us a
visual grasp of exactly what George Washington was trying to achieve right here in our
village.
Here are some articles about his many professional contributions.
•
National Geographic Obituary http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/08/billgarrett-national-geographic-editor/
•
Washington Post Obituary https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/wilbure-bill-garrett-national-geographic-photographer-and-editor-dies-at85/2016/08/21/3e04a152-64a5-11e6-96c0-37533479f3f5_story.html
•
The Photo Society Obituary http://thephotosociety.org/bill-garrett-an-appreciation/
•
Great Falls Studios http://www.greatfallsstudios.com/bill-garrett
We will miss you all, Bill Chadwick, Marge Gersic, and Bill Garrett, and hope you all enjoy
each other’s company in these “after” days and we implore you to pray for this little
Historical Society in our semi-rural village, hoping that we can finally establish a “home”
where the memories of your lives are preserved, touching generations to come.

P.O. Box 56
Great Falls, VA 22066
www.gfhs.org
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